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The final council meeting 
of the year took place at 
Clumber Park Hotel on 
Monday 15th October 
2012 to review the year’s 
activities and consider 
dates and activities for the 
following year. The chair-
man opened the meeting 
and started  with matters 
arising from meeting held 
on 19h March 2012. 
 
Workshops/Seminars/
Visits: 
 

Malcolm Plant and 
Keith Stoker met with 
Neil Roach of MMU to 
discuss topics for our 
September seminar. A 
bonus to this was that 
NR would produce cer-
tificates accredited by 
MMU, for attending 
members. This in turn 
would aid the marketing 
of ICSI. Unfortunately, 
attempts by KS to con-
tact NR to finalise dates 
and details failed; in-
stead we substituted a 
visit to Longthorne 
Guns. KS to pursue 
MMU for 2013. 
KS and MP to contact 
other Universities for 
future seminars. Dur-
ham, Loughborough and 
York were suggested. 
KS suggested we try 
another route and DB  
suggested Phil Coley. 

 
Leeds Armoury:  

KS has been in contact 
with the Armoury, and 
they are very interested 
to host another visit KS 
to contact them again to 
agree a mutually benefi-
cial topic. 

 
Birmingham Proof House/
Westley Richards: 

MP suggested another 
visit to the Proof House, 

and will make contact 
with Westley Richards to 
explore possibly visiting 
both on the same day. 

 
Longthorne Guns: 

AJK advised Longthorne 
Guns has a stand for 
Game Fairs - could there 
be a possibility of being 
involved in visitors to 
their stand ‘to have a 
go’?. 

 
Promoting ICSI to Newly 
Qualified Instructors: 
 

Cheryl Mathers has taken 
over from Michelle Horn 
at CPSA. MP to contact 
Cheryl to  ascertain “the 
introduction to  ICSI” 
letter is still being sent 
out to successful course 
candidates, including the 
Army courses. 
The time is now appro-
priate for a mailshot 
from BASC to their suc-
cessful course candi-
dates. MP to contact Jane 
Matthews. 
Simon Pritchard (BASC) 
(accompanied by Peter 
Marshall, BASC direc-
tor) will be demonstrat-
ing their shooting simu-
lator at our AGM 2013. 
The demonstration needs 
to take place in a “dark 
room”. MP to check suit-
ability of room(s) with 
Clumber Park Hotel, and 
also check with Simon 
the size of the room re-
quired. 

 
Game Fair Attendances:  
 
CLA: 
Due to the inclement 
weather, no CLA Fair was 
held this year. But even if a 
fair had been held, ICSI 
would not have had a pres-
ence with the CPSA - the 
CPSA had arranged for 
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Mike Williams to do the 
Q&A, Master Eye, etc, ses-
sions, which predominantly 
were the topics ICSI would 
carry out. MP will speak to 
Nick Fellows (CPSA) to ask 
if ICSI can be on their stand 
in 2013. 
 
Newark: 
Busy and successful. It was 
announced by the show or-
ganisers that the venue for 
future shows would be 
Stoneleigh. ICSI will be 
attending. 
 
Any Other Business:  
 
Raising ICSI Profile: 
 

MP currently preparing 
mailshot/editorial re Long-
thorne Guns, and will try 
and get items in the maga-
zines. 
MP met with James 
Marchington , Blaze Pub-
lishing, and suggested 
ICSI do an article for the 
magazine. James sug-
gested a coaching film, 
and also suggested the 
venue. As yet there has 
been no outcome to this 
suggestion. 

 
Accounts: 
 
MP gave brief details of 
accounts. PS advised that 
our stock of blue ties was 
low. MP gave go ahead to 
purchase new stock. 
 

News in Brief 
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Membership applications and transfers 

received since our last newsletter were 

considered by council. The following 

have accepted the grades offered. 

New ASSOCIATES 

Wayne David Gibbard 

David Anthony Moring 

Transfer ASSOCIATE/MEMBER 

Paul Wilson Dancer 

Philip John Edward Morgan 

I would like to take this opportunity 

on behalf of the council to welcome 

the new members listed to the Insti-

NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS 

COUNTRYMAN GAME FAIRS 2012 

tute. The Institute was set up in 1987 to 

provide an organisation of qualified 

clay shooting instructors to promote 

and set standards of qualifications for 

the art and sport of clay shooting in-

struction. 

Please remember you the members are 

the Institute and you are out there to set 

the standards.  

Please make the effort and be proac-

tive, and if you have any ideas, sugges-

tions, or questions, please phone Keith 

Stoker, Registrar on 0191 3842499. 

Your ideas and/or suggestions will be 

put before the council, and you will be 

given their response.  

Please read our Articles of Constitution 

and Codes of Conduct. Any queries 

regarding their content or interpretation 

ring the registrar for clarification. 

Associate members wishing to be con-

sidered for transfer should note that 

they must also be able to satisfy the 

council that they have a broad  experi-

ence of shooting instruction. We re-

quire a minimum of five years experi-

ence after passing a governing body L1 

qualification and a senior or advanced 

award from a governing body for coun-

cil to consider a transfer request. 

2013 Game Fair Dates 

 
Kelmarsh - 31st & 1st April 

 

Highclere - 26th & 27th May 

 

Sussex - 15th & 16th June 

 

Lowther - 10th & 11th August 

 

Midland - 14th & 15th September 

During 2012 five Game Fairs were attended by members of  the Institute who helped out at the Have-a-Go stands run by 

Clive Bramley of Doveridge Shotgun Academy. 

The council would like to thank the following members who represented the Institute at the fairs. 

Paul Dancer, Derek Wetter, Simon Arbuckle, Geoff Bryant, Nasser Hashimi, Dave Whitehead, Vince Kisielowski,  

Paul Rendell, Richard Weller, Steve Elliott, Jason Rowntree, Mhairi-Ann Troup, and Andrew Kirkland.   

MIDLAND GAME FAIR - WESTON PARK 2012 

Back row left to right: Geoff Bryant, Derek Wetter, Paul Dancer, Richard Weller 

Front row: Simon Arbuckle, Vince Kisielowski, David Whitehead, Andrew Kirkland  

 

Any member who would like to 

help Andy at the fairs give him 

a ring on: 

01283 540928 

Obituary 

It was with deep regret that the Registrar learned of the death of Richard Ford (Essex). Our condolences go to his family. 

Richard joined the Institute in the first year of its formation and his membership number made him the second longest serv-

ing Member to date. Richard was a regular attendee at our AGM’s and will be sadly missed.   
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Other Associations: 
 
BASC: 
It is believed BASC will continue with 
only their instructor level course, the 
remit of which is “to introduce nov-
ices to game shooting”. Peter Mar-
shall, Director BASC will be attending 
ICSI AGM in 2013, when MP will ask 
of their future intentions with coach-
ing courses. 
 
APSI: 
Council members were appalled to see 
the advert for APSI courses in the Pull 
magazine. APSI has moved the venue 
for their course from Yeaveley, Der-
byshire to Rendcomb College, Ciren-
cester . 
 
CPSA: 

There appears to have been a num-
ber of meetings held by the steering 
group since December 2011 but the 
minutes have just been circulated. 
KS advised that he had asked regu-
larly, at his Regional meeting, the 
progress on course development 
and Steering Group progress and   
his Regional Director had not been 
aware that these meetings had been 
held. 
DB advised that he had on a num-
ber of occasions raised the issue of 
meetings with CPSA. 

 
It was noted, on the CPSA website, 
that Richard Worthington was organ-
ising Young Shots days at various 
grounds throughout the country. The 
questions asked were - 

Are the instructors/coaches to be 
used at these events CPSA quali-
fied coaches? 
Are they CRB checked? 

KS to contact Jason Rowntree the 
North of England CPSA Course Co-
ordinator to ask if he has been in-

volved with this initiative. 
 
APCTSG: 
MP asked did anyone know who this 
organisation represented as they are a 
member of the BSSC, the consensus 
was that they are based at “Sporting 
Targets Centre”. 
 
Fair Attendances: 
 
CLA: 
Covered above. 
 
Countryman Fairs: 
AJK advised that all fairs were well 
attended, and very busy. The ICSI logo 
is always displayed, and predominantly 
ICSI coaches are used. 
 
Olympics: 
Following the World Cup in April, 
members Andrew Kirkland and Keith 
Mursell were selected as referees at the 
London 2012 Olympics shooting 
events. AJK gave a short report on his 
experiences, and MP suggested to AJK 
that he give a short talk at our 2013 
AGM. (Note: Report on Page 4). 
 
BSSC Feedback: 
 
MP circulates quarterly reports to 
council members. Main issues include 
Lead shot, Firearms Licensing, Guide-
lines to Police, and cost of Licenses. 
There is a lot of work being done to 
standardise the processes  for licensing 
across the country, by ACPO and 
Home Office. 
 
Council Career Progression: 
 

MP asked for comments on how we 
could bring on board ‘younger’ 
members who would in the future be 
prepared to serve as council mem-
bers. 
KS advised that there was nothing in 
the Articles that would stop council 
from bringing on board interested 

person(s) to ‘shadow’ member(s) to 
gain experience before taking over. 
PS said she would see the role of 
membership secretary through to 
after the AGM next year, and all 
things up to date with annual sub-
scriptions etc. KS said that this was 
probably the hardest role to fill be-
cause he felt that this role was best 
carried out in the ‘same locality’ or 
‘in the same household’ as the Reg-
istrar. From past experience of hav-
ing the secretary remote from the 
Registrar, this is the most favour-
able. 
Various names of members who 
might be willing to serve were sug-
gested and it was agreed that they be 
approached before the AGM. 
It was agreed that this subject would 
a topic for discussion at the AGM. 

 
Applications and Transfers:  
 
Two applications and two transfers 
were agreed. 
 
Any Other Business: 
 
DB asked if any council member still 
handed out to pupils the CPSA blue 
book ‘Introduction to Clay Target 
Shooting’. Answer, yes they did. Rea-
son DB asked was that he had been 
informed by CPSA that this booklet is 
now out of stock, and because of the 
expense CPSA did not yet know if it is 
the be reprinted.  
 
A number of Council members also 
hand out this book with novice lessons 
and thought that members whose 
stocks of this publication are low 
should contact CPSA to flag up a need 
to re-print. 
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
 
Monday 18th March 2013, prior to 
AGM. 
 

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING 

ISSF WORLD CUP AND LODON 2012 OLYMPICS  

(Continued from page 1) 

During 2012 two of our members 

were selected to officiate as referees in 

the disciplines of Olympic Trap, Dou-

ble Trap, and Olympic Skeet, at the 

clay shooting events at the Olympic 

Games, and prior to that the ISSF 

World Cup Clay events. 

 Both were to be held at the specially 

constructed shooting facility at the 

Royal Artillery Barracks at Woolwich. 

The first event, The ISSF World Cup 

London 2012, was held in April. This 

was part of the “London Prepares” se-

ries of events, held prior to the Games 

to act as a  shake down event to test 

equipment and procedures in the run up 

to the Olympic Games. 

Andy Kirkland and Keith Mursell spent 

most of April helping to test equipment, 

referee the practice days, and then offi-

ciate at the ISSF World Cup events. 

As most of April’s weather consisted of 

prolonged heavy April showers, the 

equipment, officials, and competitors 

really were well tested and ready for 

the Games. 

Not wishing to miss the opportunity of 

having two of our members actually 

helping at this once in a lifetime clay 

shooting event in England, I asked if 

they would share their experiences 

with our members and write a report of 

( continued on page 4) 
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their Olympic experience. Report fol-

lows. K.S. 

World Cup and 2012 Olympics 

The ISSF World Cup was not only a 

test of all the equipment and logistics 

for the Olympics but was also the 

chance for Olympic hopefuls to be 

selected. The event was attended by 

hundreds of athletes hoping to get the 

opportunity to shoot for their country 

at the big one later that year. 

It also gave the referees the opportu-

nity to test and check everything out 

and to get to know the world’s best 

shooters and their coaches. It was inter-

esting to watch shooters and their 

coaches preparing themselves and how 

they shot the various targets and disci-

plines and was invaluable as part of 

learning how ‘the elite’ do it. 

Both of us saw how silly mistakes can 

lead to a missed target, even with the 

best in the world. Quite often we fore-

saw a lost target by merely the way the 

set themselves up or altered their tim-

ing before they even pulled the trigger.  

To be up close and on the shoulder of 

the world’s best was not only price-

less, but yet another skill to put in the 

coaching bag, to be used whenever 

required. 

The Olympics arrived in July and both 

of us volunteered to attend the event a 

week before the official opening cere-

mony, as a lot of the teams wanted to 

arrive early and practice. 

Practice was what some of them did 

from morning to night, firing thou-

sands of cartridges during their stay, 

so much so,  two forty foot containers 

full of shells were empty by the final 

day. 

Most of the shooters and coaches were 

friendly and we enjoyed a good rap-

port with them throughout the event, 

whether they were successful or not. 

We even got the opportunity to attend 

the opening ceremony in the Olympic 

Stadium, which was one of the great-

est events we have witnessed and to be 

remembered for a long time.  

We can all be proud to call ourselves 

“British” after that ceremony and the 

medals that were later won by Team 

GB. 

There were three ranges in use for the 

event and we were lucky to be selected 

to referee on the middle main stand for 

the duration of the Olympics and also 

to be televised for transmission around 

the world.  

We both got the opportunity to referee 

in a final which was very intense, as 

were the qualifiers leading up to it. 

Having to referee with “flash targets” 

all the time meant you had to be care-

ful to watch for pieces off the clay 

when hit, and not to be confused with 

the powder coming out of the clay on 

its launch and flight. 

If the target was well hit you knew 

straight away and by the end of the day 

we were all covered in florescent pow-

der. 

We were both lucky to be present at 

the tense Double Trap final, where our 

Team GB representative Peter Wilson 

won the Gold Medal. AJK & KM   

ISSF World Cup and 2012 London Olympics  

(continued from page 3) 

 

In front of the main stand London 2012 Olympics 

Keith Mursell - David Dale - Nigel Jenkin - Andrew Kirkland 
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On Monday 10th September 2012 nine  

Institute members met at 221 Moss 

Lane, Hesketh Bank, Preston on a visit 

to Longthorne Guns. 

On arrival we were greeted by Elaine 

and James (Jim) Stewart, and John 

Williamson. Under a small gazebo 

they had laid out drinks and refresh-

ments, and next to it a barbeque was 

set up, on which John cooked sau-

sages, which were most welcome and 

very tasty. As our members continued 

to arrive, from their  various abodes  

across the country, it  gave us the op-

portunity to meet and greet old col-

leagues and friends, many of whom  

had not met for quite some time. 

There were tales, and stories, relived 

and  remembered, which demonstrated 

how long many of us had known each 

other. It would have been a very  inter-

esting exercise to work out the length 

and breadth  of coaching knowledge 

as we sat reminiscing under that ga-

zebo. 

Suitably refreshed James Longthorne 

Stewart formally welcomed us to 

Longthorne Guns and introduced us to 

his wife and co-director, Elaine, along 

with friend and colleague, John Wil-

liamson. 

After 30 years experience in precision 

engineering, both in England and then 

in Australia, manufacturing compo-

nents for the chemical, automotive, 

motor sport, and aero space industries, 

as well as precision parts for firearms 

companies, they decided to return to 

the UK and develop a new business.  

Note: 

Jim is a time-served Tool Maker, one 

of the highest, most versatile practical 

engineering apprenticeships to have. 

Tool Makers are highly skilled artisans 

who combine art and science across 

the complete spectrum of the manufac-

turing process. K.S.                           

Jim grew up on a farm and had always 

been interested in shooting. After a 

conversation with a friend in 2006 he 

came up with the idea  of making a 

quality shotgun. Combining his knowl-

edge of precision machining and using 

the most modern machine tools and 

innovative ideas on design, Longthorne 

Guns was formed in 2010. 

The first gun , called ‘The Hesketh’, is 

a true side sidelock, over and under 12 

bore called, and is appropriately named  

after the Lancashire town where Long-

thorne is located.  

With the introduction over Jim moved 

on to show us the feature for which his 

guns will be remembered. The barrels 

are completely machined from a solid 

billet of high quality Swedish steel. 

As with many innovative ideas before, 

you will find that others had the same 

idea but did not, or could not,  follow 

it through K.S. 

Apparently Joseph Whitworth experi-

mented with the idea and his patent of 

1857 protected it. Not having the so-

phistic machinery in his day it had to 

wait until Jim came along to prove it 

could now be done.  

This concept results in a very strong 

and beautifully light set of barrels. In 

order to demonstrate the strength of 

the barrels, Jim’s ‘party trick’ is to 

support them between two pieces of 

wood and then stand on the middle of 

them before refitting  them back onto 

the action. ( Note: If you visit the 

Longthorne website you will see a 

demonstration of a Range Rover 

parked on a set of barrels. K.S.)  

Moving into the very compact work-

shop you become aware of the very 

large investment Longthorne has made 

VISIT TO LONGTHORNE GUNS 

(continued on page 6) 

 

James Stewart and John Williamson (fourth and second from right) of Longthorne with ICSI members 

 from left Michael Casswell - Andy Kirkland - Mike Casey - Paul Dancer - Laurence Alston 

 Clive Needham - Malcolm Plant - John Topliss  - Keith Stoker 
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Registrar’s Column 

In my column in the last newsletter I 

mentioned three Institute members 

had been selected for positions at the 

Olympic Games. Andy Kirkland and 

Keith Mursell as referees, and Melvin 

Douglas as a chauffeur.  

I hope they enjoyed their summer 

working at what will probably go 

down as one of the best presented and 

best run Olympics to date. They will 

always be able to say, “I was there”. 

Our fabulous sport could not have 

come out of the games with a better 

profile. As Malcolm mentioned above 

our Vice President Ian Coley was 

awarded an MBE and our shooter 

Peter Wilson won the Gold at Double 

Trap and was also awarded an MBE. 

Lets hope our sport this summer 

builds on the exposure gained on the 

coverage of Peter’s success on news 

events and sporting coverage on TV 

and Radio.  

If you have not already done so 

please confirm your correct email ad-

dress to Pat before our AGM to be eligi-

ble to win a bottle of champagne, kindly 

donated by M. Alldis, in the draw, to 

take place at our AGM. 

If you are visiting Stoneleigh on the 9th 

or 10th February call at our stand for a 

chat, this new location probably means 

that members who did not visit Newark 

might come to Stoneleigh.    

Hope to see you at the AGM. K.S. 

I am sure members would wish to join 

me in congratulating Ian Coley, our 

Vice President, on his award of an 

MBE in the New Year Honours List in 

recognition of his Services to Clay 

Target Shooting. 

Time flies, Ian has been GB Shooting 

Coach since 1992. 

This is also the first opportunity that 

the Institute Council has had to con-

gratulate Peter Wilson on his Double 

Trap Gold in London. A nail-biting 

performance. 

Chairman’s Column 

The Institute will be represented at 

the newly located British Shooting 

Show on the weekend of the 9th and 

10th February at Stoneleigh Park Ex-

hibition Centre, Warwickshire. If you 

are going to the show, do be sure to 

come and see the Institute stand. An 

advertisement leaflet about the show 

is included with this newsletter. 

The CPSA and the Institute are co-

operating on the first CPSA Coaching 

Conference, due to be held at the St. 

George’s Park, Burton on Trent on 

24th and 25th February. 

Several Institute members will be giv-

ing presentations and workshops, Ian 

Coley, John Robinson, Andrew Harvi-

son, and Robert Clarkson are involved 

in the conference program. 

This is an excellent educational, fact-

finding and networking opportunity: I 

would strongly urge members to come 

along and I suspect it will be very good 

fun! Joining details are available on the 

CPSA website or from Bisley. 

All the best for your coaching in 2013. 

M.P 

Visit to Longthorne Guns 

in the most modern equipment. 

We first stopped at a  CNC5 Axis 

Machining Centre set up to machine 

the action. This machine starts off 

with a 95mm round bar of best qual-

ity steel. The machine is programmed 

and tooled up to fully machine the 

best part of the action. (Note: This 

part would conventionally be pro-

duced using a number of different 

machines, and hand work starting off 

with a solid forging K.S.) 

Moving on we looked at a number of 

parts all manufactured on a broad  

range of the most modern, state of the 

art, machine tools.  

We then arrived at the CNC machine  

responsible for producing the DNA 

by which this range of guns will be-

come known. The manufacture of the 

barrels from a single billet of  

“Swedish Steel”. Very Impressive. 

Jim pointed out that at present the 

loop is brazed on to the barrels, how-

ever he intends to incorporate this 

into the program in the future.  

Finally we arrived at where all the 

parts came together to be assembled. 

Looking briefly at stock production,  

Jim pointed out that each stock is 

personally fitted, with the client se-

lecting the quality of Turkish Walnut 

required.  

Details of the sidelock assembly were 

seen and  also the engraving on the 

Hesketh and the Rutland range which 

was launched in 2011. 

The Rutland was commissioned by 

Emma, the Duchess of Rutland.  

Jim’s daughter Chloe designs and 

administers the engraving process. 

After consultation with the Duchess 

she has incorporated into the design 

many features found on visits made to 

Belvoir castle. In fact the peacock 

insignia personifies Belvoir and has a 

prominent position on the side locks of 

the gun.  

We then  moved outside to test fire the 

guns at some clays. 

We had been privileged to see the crea-

tion of a completely new English shot-

gun incorporating innovative design 

with  the most modern machining prac-

tices. One of the most remarkable fea-

tures of this new shotgun however was 

yet to be witnessed. The ability to ab-

sorb recoil with such a small light-

weight construction. Our members fired 

at clays with a broad range of light and 

very heavy loads. The recoil was negli-

gible, even with the heaviest loads. A 

true testament to the high quality design 

and manufacture of the these remark-

able shotguns. 

A truly enjoyable and eye opening visit. 

Jim, Elaine, and John could not have 

made us more welcome. A new 20 bore 

is next, Can't wait to see and handle 

that.   

(Continued from page 5) 


