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The final council meeting 
of the year took place at 
Clumber Park Hotel on 

Monday 21st October 
2013 to review the year’s 
activities and consider 
dates and activities for the 
following year. The chair-
man opened the meeting 
and started  with matters 
arising from meeting held 
on 18th March 2013. 
 
Workshops/Seminars/
Visits: 

Malcolm Plant (MP) and 
Keith Stoker (KS) had 
met with Neil Roach to 
finalise details  of  a 
seminar to be held at 
MMU in September. As 
only four members had 
responded the seminar 
was cancelled. 
Sports Colleges - MP  
had a contact at St. 
John’s University , York 
and is awaiting informa-
tion on courses that 
might be useful. 
Leeds Armoury - KS is 
to contact the Armoury 
with a view to arranging  
a return visit for a mutu-
ally interesting presenta-
tion. Numbers will be 
restricted to two ses-
sions, morning and af-
ternoon. Best time will 
be September. 
Birmingham Proof 
House/Westley Richards
- No action taken with 
Proof House. MP spoke 
with Westley Richards 
at the recent CLA Game 
Fair to recheck on a 
visit; unfortunately they 
now have a three year 
production backlog and 
cannot schedule a visit 
in the near future. MP  
also contacted Boxall & 
Edminston, Cheshire 
who are prepared to 
consider a visit to their 
production shop. 

Promoting ICSI to newly 
qualified instructors. 
 

MP had previously con-
tacted Cheryl Mathers at 
CPSA HQ re the 
“introduction  of ICSI 
letter” and assumed it was 
still being sent to success-
ful course candidates. 
Andy Kirkland (AJK) 
commented that on a cou-
ple of occasions this had 
not happened. The Army 
continue to run courses 
which we are not aware 
of and successful candi-
dates are issued with 
CPSA certificates. Mal-
colm to contact  again. 
Mailshot - BASC: Opti-
mum time to mailshot 
BASC coaches is Octo-
ber/November. MP to 
contact Dr Peter Marshall, 
BASC Director of Shoot-
ing Standards. 
USA level of qualifica-
tions was discussed. KS 
confirmed that L2 USA is 
equal to L1 GB. 

 
Accounts   
 
MP gave up to date bal-
ances in ICSI deposit and 
current accounts. 
 
Website Development 
 
At the AGM Sue Hart (SH) 
said she was happy to ‘hand  
over the web’. David Boy-
lan (DB) had brought to the 
meeting some notes for the 
council to look at, and con-
sideration needed to be 
given to the following items 

Web page: photos - gun, 
cartridges etc. 
Navigation 
Optimisation - one area 
can make it work and get 
more visitors. 
Links: quality organisa-
tions/manufacturers - 
expand existing. No en-
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dorsing. 
KS to contact main gun 
and cartridge manufac-
tures - reciprocal link. 

 
Paul Dancer (PD) offered to 
help in web development - 
there is a possibility for him 
to assist in this area. 
 
Other Organisations    
 
CPSA 

General discussion on new 
Articles and expertise re-
quired for directors. The 
problem CPSA has is that 
members who become 
directors do not necessar-
ily have any commercial 
background to bring to 
board business.  
Monitor courses being 
cancelled and reasons 
why. AJK had courses 
cancelled due to lack of 
numbers - only to find that 
the intended  courses had 
been moved to, and run 
by, other regions. 
MP commented on Cot-
tondale. Which geo-
graphic area for courses? 
Either South, Midlands 
and North, or one central 
venue. 
KS commented that a re-
turn to running courses in 
a central location is the 
way to go. 
AJK commented that both 
Safety and Referee 
courses had been  can-
celled, and also dates had 
been changed, and he had 
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Membership applications and transfers 

received since our last newsletter were 

considered by council. The following 

has accepted the grade offered. 

New ASSOCIATES 

Tony Parsons 

Matthew Thomas Venner 

I would like to take this opportunity 

on behalf of the council to welcome 

the new members listed to the Insti-

tute. The Institute was set up in 1987 

to provide an organisation of qualified 

clay shooting instructors to promote 

NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS 

COUNTRYMAN GAME FAIRS 2013 

and set standards of qualifications for 

the art and sport of clay shooting in-

struction. 

Please remember you the members are 

the Institute and you are out there to set 

the standards.  

Please make the effort and be proac-

tive, and if you have any ideas, sugges-

tions, or questions, please phone Keith 

Stoker, Registrar on 0191 3842499. 

Your ideas and/or suggestions will be 

put before the council, and you will be 

given their response.  

Please read our Articles of Constitution 

and Codes of Conduct. Any queries 

regarding their content or interpretation 

ring the registrar for clarification. 

Associate members wishing to be con-

sidered for transfer should note that 

they must also be able to satisfy the 

council that they have a broad  experi-

ence of shooting instruction. We re-

quire a minimum of five years experi-

ence after passing a governing body L1 

qualification and a senior or advanced 

award from a governing body for coun-

cil to consider a transfer request. 

2014 Game Fair Dates 

 
Kelmarsh - 20tht & 21st April 

 

Highclere - 25th & 26th May 

 

Sussex - 14th & 15th June 

 

Lowther - 9th & 10th August 

 

Midland - 20th & 21st September 

During 2013 three Game Fairs were attended by members of the ICSI who facilitated at the Have -A-Go stands run 

by Clive Bramley of Doveridge Shotgun Academy. The Fairs attended were Kelmarsh, Highclere and the Midland. 

The following members attended the various Fairs: Paul Dancer, Derek Wetter, Simon Arbuckle, Geoff Bryant, 

Dave Whitehead, Vince Kisielowski, Richard Weller, Nasser Hashimi, Ron Jackson and Andrew Kirkland.   

Richard Weller with another satisfied customer at Highclere 

Anyone wishing to be considered in 

helping at any Fairs should contact 

Andrew Kirkland direct on 

01283 540928 

Any member is welcome on our 

stand at the Fairs for coffee and a 

chat. Come early though, as we can 

get rather busy. 
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not been informed. 
Cancellations had not been helpful 
for CPSA North Region probably 
due to poor HQ communication. KS 
advised that both Nick Fellows and 
Terry Bobbitt would be attending 
the North Region AGM and he 
would discuss NR courses there 
KS reported he had recently carried 
out a ground inspection and in par-
ticular spoke of an issue with CPSA 
posters for both eye and ear protec-
tion, he would raise the issue at the 
North Region AGM with CPSA. 
CPSA Coaching Conference - MP 
advised council members that ICSI 
had again been invited to co-host the 
forthcoming Coaching Conference, 
which would see extended sessions 
and changed timings. 
There were several comments that 
the number of non contributors at 
the first conference had been notice-
able and a possibly a waste of CPSA 
funds. Future conferences would be 
made more grass roots. AJK com-
mented the possible input from, e.g. 
Kevin Gill. 
CPSA Coach Insurance - Ongoing 
for some 12 months. KS outlined 
the original query/problem. AJK 
advised that the old Sagicor agree-
ment had been given to the new 
insurance company, and that the 
new company had confirmed that a 
number of people had made contact 
because they could not get the infor-
mation required from CPSA, e.g. 
cover for members who coach in the 
game field. AJK had contacted       
A Hearne at AIM (the new insur-
ance company) to ask if coaching 
and loading were covered. £5,000 
was the income limit. £10m third 
party liability. AJK also had discus-
sions on the content of old and new 
policies - was e.g. damage to client 
equipment covered? Unfortunately it 
is felt that there was a possibility of 
members not being aware that at this 
time they were not fully covered 
insurance wise. DB suggested that 
depending on what response comes 
back, should we inform them?  

Note: ICSI is actively looking at the 
insurance issue. Perkins Slade is the 
recognised insurance company for 
recreational sport. 
 
Game Fairs: 
 
AJK gave feedback on the Country-
man Fairs. MP advised that the Shoot-
ing Show, at Stoneleigh would be 
manned as usual by MP, KS and AJK 
plus DB and PD. 

BSSC Feedback 
 
At the recent meeting in London, 
BSSC had commented that there were 
no female representatives on their 
council. MP suggested to ICSI council 
that although Sue Hart is relinquishing 
her role looking after the ICSI website, 
he would like to see Sue stay on coun-
cil and, at some stage, be ICSI repre-
sentative at the BSSC meetings, of 
which there are six per year. MP would 
contact Sue to discuss this with her. 
 
BSSC had done a lot of good work in 
resisting the Home Office’s signifi-
cantly inflated increase in license fees. 
Calculations on cost from police are 
being reviewed by the Home Office 
working party; anticipated cost of fire-
arms increase will take 18momnths. 
 
BSSC / BASC / Countryside Alliance: 
About ten years ago there was a study 
on the worth of shooting to the econ-
omy. This will be updated before the 
next election. By next spring there will 
be a new publication on what shooting 
does for the economy. 
 
Lead in ammunition report due  Spring 
2014. 
 
Insurance: It had become apparent that 
BSSC did not have director and com-
mittee member insurance. At MP’s 
instigation this is now in place. 
 
MP itemised headings from BSSC pre-
vious minutes of   topics discussed. 
 
Applications and Transfers  
 
Three application accepted. 
 
Any Other Business  
 
Unfortunately John Robinson (JR) had 
at very short notice been called to at-
tend a Commonwealth Games Meeting 
and therefore was not available to this 
meeting to give his talk itemised on the 
agenda under AOB - Commonwealth 
Games Feedback. 
 
Questionnaire:  
PS had collated all replies to the mem-
bers questionnaire. The result/
conclusion was that there were no top 
five definite or particular interests rated 
by the thirteen members who had re-
turned the questionnaire. 
 
Rape Contamination: 
KS outlined the problem of rape con-
tamination of rape with clay pigeons, 
which he became aware of when a lo-
cal farmer asked if he was aware if it 

was a problem!! 
Clays are generally made using bitu-
men (pitch) as a binder. This poly-
cyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAHs) is  
the general term for a class of organic 
compounds which cause food safety 
concerns. The CPSA had first high-
lighted the problem in board papers on 
21st May 2013 and again on 23rd July 
2013 when it was stated that a note had 
been sent to every club. KS advised 
that he had spoken to a number of 
grounds/clubs and was concerned that 
none was aware of the problem. He 
had also spoken to all the UK clay 
manufactures and confirmed they all 
used pitch as the binder; they could 
import clays using resin as the binder 
at an increased cost. 
 
ICSI AGM Venue: 
PD had suggested a change of venue 
for AGMs and had received a quota-
tion from Donington. After consider-
ing costs, including travelling, Doning-
ton was more expensive than Clumber. 
 
Data Protection Act: 
MP asked PS how members informa-
tion was stored and other personal and 
sensitive information filed. MP has 
received Data Protection Training on a 
Sport & Recreation Alliance course. 
He will develop a policy for ICSI. 
 
Publicity: 
In the passed few months we have ap-
peared in Pull and Sporting Gun. 
 
Financing courses: 
Providing costs are right, we could 
possibly subsidise by £10-£15. We will 
try subsidising a course next time. 
 
Courses: 
We need to find another source of 
MMU type courses. DB to make con-
tact with Loughborough. MP to contact 
York St John’s. 
 
Council Personnel: 
Due to personal commitments Ray 
Carnall will be standing down at the 
next AGM. 
 
2014 AGM: 
Afternoon sessions consider 

York/Loughborough - Psychology 
Talk by Hull Cartridge 
JR suggested Core Stability  

 
After agreeing the date of the next 
council meeting Monday 17th March 
2014 (prior to the AGM)  the Chair-
man closed the meeting. 
 
 
       

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING 

(Continued from page 1) 



 

4 

 

Registrar’s Column 

In the last Autumn/Winter Newsletter 

I reflected on the fabulous Summer 

Olympics still fresh in our minds. 

Since then I do believe our sports pro-

file has been further enhanced. The  

very positive publicity that Peter Wil-

son MBE has attracted  since the 

games and 16 year old Amber Hill 

being named as BBC Young Sports 

Personality of 2013 has done more to 

promote clay shooting to the general 

public than we could have ever 

dreamed of. We have never had a bet-

ter foundation on which to build and 

promote our fabulous sport. 

I recently read  in a trade magazine 

that construction work has started on 

the shooting ranges for the 2014 Glas-

gow Commonwealth Games. 

The site chosen, Barry Buddon, was 

used for the Full Bore event in the 

1986 Edinburgh Commonwealth 

Games. 

The existing Ministry of Defence 

range, is primarily an infantry training 

area is near Carnoustie and about  

eight miles on from Dundee. 

Temporary planning has been ap-

proved to build Clay Target, Pistol 

and Small Bore ranges, so with the 

existing Full Bore range Barry Bud-

don will host all the shooting events 

of the games. 

Note: The site, on the east coast of 

Scotland,  is a sanctuary for wildlife 

and is designated as an SSSI (Site of 

Special Scientific Interest), and SAC 

( Special Area of Conservation) and 

as such has had to have special dis-

pensation to allow lead ammunition 

to be shot over it for the duration of 

the games. 

The games will take place on 25th to 

29th July. 

ICSI council member John Robinson, 

with 20 years experience in the  Great 

Britain and England Olympic Skeet 

Shooting Team, 15 years in the Great 

Britain age-group Triathlon Team 

and winner of the National Award of 

Coach of the Year Award 2013 

(CPSA), has been appointed Head 

Coach for the England Shotgun Team 

for the Commonwealth Games 2014. 

On behalf of the council and members 

of  ICSI, I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to congratulate John on this pres-

tigious appointment.  

The Royal Armouries would like to 

prepare another presentation for us but 

unfortunately will not be able to com-

mit the research required this year. 

They have agreed to do it in 2015. 

We are still working on an activity for 

Monday 15th September and will notify 

members once arrangements are final-

ised. 

John Peacock, a professional personal 

trainer, with a broad range of speciali-

ties, is working with John Robinson and 

the English Clay Target Shooting  team 

with  their preparation for the 2014 

Glasgow Commonwealth Games. John 

has agreed to give a presentation, with 

the help of John Robinson, in the after-

noon, after our AGM. 

If you are visiting Stoneleigh call at our 

stand for a chat, hope you have a good 

summer coaching. K.S.   

      

The Institute will again be exhibiting 

at the British Shooting Show, which is 

now a three day event, from the 14th 

to 16th February at Stoneleigh, War-

wickshire.  

This is the sixth show and the Institute 

has promoted the capabilities of mem-

bers from the first show at Newark 

showground. 

If you are visiting Stoneleigh, come 

and see our stand; we are always 

happy to see members and get feed-

back of your views. 

There is considerable activity in the 

political arena at the moment and the 

Institute has been closely involved 

through its membership of the British 

Shooting Sports Council. 

The Home Office is working in sev-

eral important areas at the moment: 

Guidance to the police on the li-

censing processes 

Firearms’ license fees 

The involvement of GPs in the li-

censing process 

Chairman’s Column 

On-line computerisation of licens-

ing. 

On firearms’ license fees, the Home 

Office delayed a demand from the 

police for fee increases and has set up 

the Firearms Fees Working Group to 

review the whole area. There will be 

no interim fees increase whilst this 

review takes place. 

The on-line computerisation of li-

censing may well be moving forward 

by the end of this year. 

The Institute is closely involved in 

theses debates. 

In 2006 a consulting company, 

PACEC published a report “The Eco-

nomic and Environmental Impact of 

Sporting Shooting”, funded by shoot-

ing organisations.  

Information and data from this report 

has been used over the years to 

counter anti-shooting propaganda. 

This report is now being updated and 

BSSC has contributed to the funding. 

Note: PACEC “Public and Corporate 

Economic Consultants” was set up to 

assess the economic and environmental 

contribution of sporting shooting to the 

UK. The British Association for Shoot-

ing & Conservation, the Countryside 

Alliance and the Country Land & Busi-

ness Association, in consultation with 

the Game Conservancy Trust, joined 

together to commission PACEC to pro-

vide an independent assessment of the 

economic and environmental contribu-

tion of shooting to the UK. A staged 

research programme was carried out 

beginning in 2004.  K.S.  

One area of concern is on the European 

front. Last Autumn, Cecilia Maelstrom, 

the EU Commissioner for Home Af-

fairs, published a paper “Firearms and 

the Internal Security of the EU” with 

very unhelpful information and views 

on legal and illegal firearms. 

BSSC is monitoring developments care-

fully. 

Best wishes for 2014 and have a good 

coaching season. M.P. 

 


